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Since the publication of a monograph by Cheke & Mann (2001) on the sunbirds, 
spiderhunters, flowerpeckers and sugarbirds, all included within the Nectariniidae 
by those authors and by Sibley & Monroe (1990), the invalidity of Hedydipna has 
come to light. 

Irwin (1999) separated Collared Sunbird (formerly known as Anthreptes 
collaris) and its allies from Anthreptes, placing them in Hedydipna Cabanis, 1850, 
the type species of which is H. platura Vieillot, 1819, by original designation 
(although Cabanis 1850 used the spelling H. platyura, whilst on the same line 
referring to Cinnyris platura Vieill.). Hedydipna had been used previously albeit 
without explicit rationale by inter alia Zedlitz (1910) for H. p. adiabonensis, 
Madarasz (1915) for H. danakilensis, van Someren (1920) for H. p. karamojensis 
and Sclater (1930) and Mackworth-Praed & Grant (1955) for H. platura. However, 
both Sclater and Mackworth-Praed & Grant retained collaris in Anthreptes, treating 
Anthodiaeta zambesiana Shelley, 1880, as Anthreptes collaris zambesiana (Shelley 
1880). 

Fry et al. (2000) and Cheke & Mann (2001) followed Irwin (1999) in using 
Hedydipna for collaris, platura, metallica and pallidigaster. However, this was 
incorrect as, by ‘position precedence’ (ICZN 1999: 73, 295), Anthodiaeta has 
precedence over Hedydipna since Cabanis (1850) erected Anthodiaeta as a gen. nov. 
for collaris on the page prior to his description of Hedydipna. Roberts (1931, 1932) 
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presumably realised this when he used Anthodiaeta for his descriptions of 
Anthodiaeta collaris zuluensis and A. c. chobiensis, although he did not provide 
rationale. Also, Skead (1967) included Anthodiaeta in his synonymies of Anthreptes 
without mentioning Hedydipna. Given these precedents and Shelley’s (1876-80) 
use of Anthodiaeta zambesiana, we conclude that Anthodiaeta should replace 
Hedydipna, if collaris, platura, metallica and pallidigaster are treated as 
congeneric. 


Acknowledgements 


We are very grateful to Edward Dickinson, Steven Gregory, Bob Dowsett and Alan Peterson for helpful 
discussions, suggestions and alerting us to references. Alison Harding and Effie Warr assisted with 
obscure references in the Ornithological Library, Tring. 


References: 

Cabanis, J. L. 1850. Museum Heineanum, Bd. 1. Halberstadt. 

Cheke, R. A. & Mann, C. F. 2001. Sunbirds. A guide to the sunbirds, sugarbirds, flowerpeckers and spi- 
derhunters of the world. Christopher Helm, London. 

Fry, C. H., Keith, S. & Urban, E. K. (eds.) 2000. The birds of Africa, vol. 4. Academic Press, London. 

International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature (ICZN). 1999. International code of zoological 
nomenclature. Fourth edn. The International Trust for Zoological Nomenclature, c/o The Natural 
History Museum, London. 

Irwin, M. P. S. 1999. The genus Nectarinia and the evolution and diversification of sunbirds: an 
Afrotropical perspective. Honeyguide 45: 45-58. 

Mackworth-Praed, C. W. & Grant, C. H. B. 1955. Birds of eastern and north eastern Africa. African 
handbook of birds, ser. 1, vol. 2. Longmans, Green & Co., London. 

von Madarasz, J. 1915. A contribution to the ornithology of the Danakil-land. Ann. Mus. Nat. Hung. 13: 
296. 

Roberts, A. 1931. Some new forms of South African birds. Ann. Transvaal Mus. 14: 243. 

Roberts, A. 1932. Preliminary descriptions of sixty-six new forms of South African birds. Ann. Transvaal 
Mus. 15: 32. 

Sclater, W. L. 1930. Systema Avium Aethiopicarum, part II. British Ornithologists’ Union, London. 

Shelley, G. E. 1876-80. A monograph of the Nectariniidae. Privately published, London. 

Sibley, C. G. & Monroe, B. L. 1990. Distribution and taxonomy of birds of the world. Yale Univ. Press, 
New Haven & London, UK. 

Skead, C. J. 1967. The sunbirds of southern Africa: also the sugarbirds, the white-eyes and the Spotted 
Creeper. A. A. Balkema, Cape Town. 

van Someren, V. G. 1920. Descriptions of new forms from East Africa and Uganda. Bull. Brit. Orn. CI. 
40: 93—94. 

von Zedlitz, Graf O. 1910. Einige neue Formen aus Nordost-Afrika. Orn. Monatsber. 18 (4): 59. 


Addresses: Dr Clive F. Mann, 53 Sutton Lane South, London W4 3JR, UK. Prof. Robert A. Cheke, 
Natural Resources Institute, The University of Greenwich at Medway, Central Avenue, Chatham 


Maritime, Chatham, Kent ME4 4TB, UK. 


© British Ornithologists’ Club 2006 


